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By degrees the troops became demoralized ; detach-
ments were cut off; guns stuck in the heavy mud and
were captured ; even the smallest rivers became impass-
able ; and gradually the retreat degenerated into a rout,
until at last, when approaching Agra, they finally broke
and took refuge within the walls of the fort. This
disaster was doubtless afterwards avenged and at Deeg
Holkar's troops received a severe defeat from Colonel
Frazer, who was killed in the action and was succeeded by
the same Colonel Monson who had fared so badly ; but
the moral effect was a bad one, and at once raised the
spirit of resistance in Scindia's bosom. After a series
of desultory fights, Holkar had to vacate his own districts
and take refuge with the Sikhs ; his capital, Indore, was
at last occupied by the Bombay columns, and there can
be little doubt that Lord Lake would have effectually
crushed all further resistance on the part of the Mah-
rattas, but a change had come over the spirit of British
policy. The war had dragged on throughout the whole
of 1804 and well into 1805, and the Directors at home had
become alarmed at the results of the Marquis of Welles-
ley's policy. They had accepted the conquest of Mysore
and the alliance with the Nizam with a certain amount
of fear as to the responsibilities that would follow in
their train. The minds of the merchants in Leadenhall
Street had not yet grasped the idea of an Empire and
had not yet got beyond that of an investment. No
doubt, Lord Wellesley's forward policy had been emin-
ently successful, but one war had led to another, and
after each conquest there seemed to arise a fresh com-
plication which could only be overcome by another war.
Though'the limits of the Empire were yearly extending,
the " investment" was suffering. The money which
should have been spent on commercial enterprise had